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Fw. Debl;io lk*own 
Petc;r Lampack Xnc# 

1;51 Fifth ^w.., #1615 
Ifov; York, MY Iattl0176-0l37 

hear 1*3. Bro..n, 

Pioauu cx*;u3e my haste os S5cx± well as ray typing.:. - interrupted ray writing to take 
moru tium au liour to respond to a student worlcing on iiis master *s thesis <^.nd I*m anxious 
to got bade to tliat. *.Vlell, i'll tell you \/hat it is but I asked you not to tall: about 
it. j. do not V/. jit to be innundate^ vrith questions and letters to cinswer about it. As I 
did with Gerald Posner and Ids loiowingly udotitled ^‘aso '^losod, l*ra making a record for 
our Idstory, whether or not published noM, if ever, with what lias th^ the tentative 
working title of Mailor's Wldtev/asli, with the subtitle Of the JTK Assassination. I ora 
Halting about tlPe Mailer ^noL gonorally known or rocognised. And I've enjoyed it. 

I'm almost ^finished reading and correcting tliat part and I want so much to get to Ids 
associate wlio dubbed all critic.s of the V/ari*en Report "Scavengers" when to call Idr i tliat 
is to doforao liyenas and vultures. Then 1‘lailer's silliness that the evidence of the crime 
ii^ '^mpcnetrable" justifies my addressing wliat is by no means "ira^^tetrable." That is 
was was butchered out of ^ase Open. I Diay also include what I've v/ritten about the dissent 
fro the official mythology of Senator Russell, who was a membocr of the Cemmission. Ho 
encouraged my work unt‘1 ids tiying day. A bit unusual but quite true. Tids actually under- 
states thu reality. Another Goruniosion member, Senator Cooper of Kentucky, agreed with 

^ p / 

Russell. I liave tlds from botli d*"fil©*^ they left. The^/, ahving read that cheaj^criin- 

shaw in tlie Now iorker, 1*11 get to dialler's book when I can get a copy. To a 

^r 

book h e merolij assumes that Oswald was the asraasin, lienee his concocti^ai about tlie 
evirlence being "impenetrable.*' 

With regard to the studi^nt v/hooo submission you dive, please understand that I 
believe anyone has the riglit to v/rite wliatcver he v/ant. But I also believe tliat those of 
us who write what wo consider nonfiction, especially on major national issues and pro- 
blems^ Iiavi:: the rosponsibiJity of being trutliful, of not misleading or ^ceiving the 
people. Fur representative society to work the people must be well and accurately in- 
formed. Almost none writing about tlie assassination liavo done the considerable amount of 
v;ork roqidrcd to be ablo to write responsibly about it. 

V/liat is basic to understanding, and I begin NEVER AGAINlwith this (l tliinlc there 
Was BOiie cutting: and undei’writing after 1 tui’iied it in)^ is tliat wfthout any question at 
aH the crime itoell'fc/as never investigated, was never intended to be investigated, and 
thin, t-rora tha records I liave, wan the notion of the then ^^Om2 man in DJ, Mncholas 
KntKcnbach. The docunu^jts I have and ai’c not know include his getting J. E/5gai)ft “^oover's 
agreement as so6n as he got tlio idea, which was as soon as Oswald was hliot and killed. I 
h^ve also the documents tliat make a prima facie case of hBJ'a agreement. 



As a i*esLilt they^e is no way of knowirvj; more tlian the goverhwont co not avoid 
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liavirv: and thfsn could not avoid lottin;: ujj liave, 

Tliere are, I boliovo, only -b/o ways of trying" to identify those who may have done 
the job. Ono is in n novel f,md th; oilier is the w^iy ^ have do»:e it a wliat I've titled, 
l/cJcctJi tli<? V/atdiman, as lawyers do, ji. addrossiiu: motive, mo,inn and opportunity. I tliink 
Cron the known c;vidonc<-^ there is no probability that the mafia v/as involved. As an 
iniitttution I doubt very mucli that the CijiA tlid it liad ±l done and there is notliing 
justil*y?.ii(: tlii.'i bolielf in thr^ hunilreds of 1;hou£jands of j>aif;eD I liave and have gone over. 

Ill or.jcr to re;:j.)ond to your fjuust.'ous about ny noripublidiin^j liistory 1*11 recount 
it bi'iofly. 

iiy •JMtoiiash; Tlio Keport On the Ueport v/arj completed nid-February 19SD* I had 

rten 

a coiita^^ with a si:uill publisher since, hap.dly, {;one belly-up. Urj was droolirifi into the 
till ith wliat he described as a "^old-iJlatod best-sell6r" wlien ho not only brolco tho 
conti’ac^he did not even v(i%rn thejjs. So I had to roconsVwct tliat. There is ni) libel 
in the bool:. 

In loss tiiau a year and a lialf, and 1*11 give you details later if I can sind you 
Bi’e intoi\;stGd, I liud mor., tiian lUO int'.rn tionl^tfejcctions without a sin/?;lu adverse 
eciitoilal comment. I publlnliGd a liiMitod edition in ^iu^just of that year when there 
;as i^LSoa to believe it was a!>out to be 0*1^01011 in FrtmcG and I put it into general cir- 
culatJon b/V/66. 

Tliat Sind making a success out of it v/hen ^ was broke and in debt put the curse of 
tlie first on me. 

'*^'o begin with no agent would touch i;ho subject, ilot without cause. There was a 
legitiiiVit j fear for tlieia 

^o, I wa.-tc a lot of widtiUvg time maidng i>acilaiges. hut tho lutters I got, v/hen I*m 
B2 and on boriroued time since 1975, rmuko it uortliv/liile. /u;^d I ansvK;r them all. Those 
people cai*e. Aiid love that! [Thfii ^ ^ 

liw-fore health made me end it I*d filod a dozen or so FOIA lawsuits, ^oue were 
precedontal and one led to tho amending of tlio Act*s invcstigatoiyfilofy exemption in 
1974. Tlie lienator wix) saw to it that tlio la|^slative liistroy is clear on tlds was the 
solo sin;^/i.ving IConnody brother. Tliat tliird of a million pages of once-\/itlilield records 
are in our basement, iauue the use of stairs is too dmwprous for me I am in effect 

- think, writer* a dream. Aft^r niy sucessful ho;.j:t 
operation in 19B9 I cSSBal decided to sxiond wh^ tiiiie remains for me niaid.ng a record 
for our liistoi’y. 

Tills part, please, is conlid.ntial. 

Then 1 liad a vifA for an old and a dear friend who has spent Ids life in publisldng, 
mostly as a lai/yor. V/hea jT told ldr:i wliat I was woiidng on he experesdd and interest in 

il t H 

it. Tliat is wliat is no^^ a little overdue, ACAINy, I had the rough di-aft finished 

in tijiKi for it to liavo beu*// published easily by r*dd-1993« I liave no explanation of the 



denied occesJ^to tliat unprecedented. 



/ 



la,'/'. 
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**hcn Poisner tribub^ to ^/luxt nicn are capable oP doin/^ for fame and fortune and 
withoul. record fof i)or:i»/nal or luitional intocrity appoare^i, I decided to rnalce a record 
of tiiat for four liiutor:/. W-icii -idiia fj.’ilond, Hicliard Gllon, learned 1 v/ao doiiic' tliat ho 
aiilied to coo what 1 liad va’ibton, 1 vrao uneany bjc.iuae you Cfin see wliat iny typii^ is* I 
luid mdo orrancoments tu Imve it retyped* jj^o ..aid tluiy’d do it there after ho road the 
first six cJiapters or so. Not niuci\ more than t>ial was published* Tho book v/os butchered* 
I’hey eU^miiiatoii a coriPlote sej^arate bool: th.'t }iad iiovoi- been done and did not oven pick 
up tlie typos 1 cau/^dit* But for no it wa.. tliat or notliinc so let it go* They did 

retype noat of it* Tho lost paces is numbered 792! Por so small a book. 

Xou way wonder about the ttaiility of tho rou/lit drafts, All I*Ve takori time juid 
for w*i«-t T i>ublis}iod i.yself weifcy I*vo yet to cpl n lutfor from any of the many of whom 
i was cri.tical, and tluit undorot.tes it \dtli sone, 03.’ a phone call complaining of un- 
foirnesr. or inaccuracy in rmytliin;, 1 \/roto about thorn 
Tho \/ork stacks. A^ld i try to bo careful. 

A 

dliat I tliink f icur<5s i.u tho i\x oJ ' he work i.s tliat first I ros-^ct inysolf to tho 
official evidence, s(^cond I do no tlioorisinc and tldrd tho official evidence leaves it 

’..’itliout fiuestion that there v/as a c .nspiracy* /ind tliir. is v/liat tho covorniaent lied about* 

V/lmt v/as ^Tutted from Case Uixju was i:iy ucirif; Posner's prosecution biief as a defense 
lax^yer T/ould, I used tho official ovil.clcnce to prove moi'c tlian that Osv/ald v/as ±k not 
tlio as SOBS jji. because it is tho offiicial oviuenco X proved v/itli it tliat he could not 
iiave been ax\d tliat tho covernment .uiew it* 

tty tho way, you a^ko||; aiul I did not say, Galleii copublishcs with carroll & Graf. 
liofi porliaps^W f^#u'o Khicli is no problom for me. ^ 

For all tho gi;cat diodvantaceu of bcijig youi' own .lublisher, it cave me freedom and 
^ used it* w'hoii I v;as conl'rontod luHli official mendacity tliat crossed the line into 
[^rjuiy, I chirked it. ^ did not do tl^at with an iimnune lawyer's pleadinc. 1 did it rc^j 
eatodly under oath inyse.li’. I iiiido m.yself subject tu tlie pcjnaltieJi^ perjury if I lied or 
erred. Tiiex-o lias never oven a liint tliat the {iovemment, my eriporicnt in tli6se lav/suits, 

oven drcuwGti of it. Jh oe tad it Jave mo uniuuc cif^idGntials : iaiow morf about the aasassi- 

natio/^ and its investigation timit anyone woiidn^; for the FBI, hy lawyer, no covard, vrns 
ol^aid of t' vl but notliin/^ liap coned to either o/ us other than being tlu’oatonod by the 

.V ^ 

jlilge who accepted that proven iierjury. I embarrassed him. But 15 years later lie asked 
tlvit laiijyor about my Iv.ialth. 

1 loved rospectou F1)U, I ir:ver missed any of liis firesaide cliats. ’‘'cars la tor 

t liim ini oi’M^tioii for ol\t of thcn^l never forgot liio oncouragement to tlio people 

in t;ie dcptlis of the Great '^eprussion; Uo liave notliing to fear but fear itself, ^o, with 

trutli and fact as sidj/Gd and buclclor, I've Icvpt at it* 
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Vh'. tlu'/.fit of IV I’orlc 1 tldtilssnai'^Dny ac rc soi.e publi.ih-rs. J/t ia tliat in 
•Jiai; l.j.ie oi gi'eat criai.J* c‘-in'i ever cinao tluin all basic institutions of our aocioty 
ii'iled tis ejiiv: tluimBolvoc and continuo to* 

In ny h 'sto I'vu nob li J.ly ro. i>oiid<)4/ coin; ol y^ ur quostions# I was luy publiahcA^ 
until C^jo Cixju, euLuJit for iny book on tnu iCinn asonaiiination. That wan by n button 
..ubaidiari'# i'.ftor ii.t v*na publitj/ied 1 b *crtv.i Jnincs f*arl (?^ay*o invostij^at'^br* ^ou did not 
nclw but Jiiy do 1 hiivo lilos on tliia! Hy iiivco ji(jation pi'cjvailod ou hum liabcas corpus 
apuaal* Ho . ;ot tli*t ^.viiAintiary to dotoniu^.uo v/lieth-jr .he *d have th^? tr^l ho *3 

novel* had. I did tlio invecti^vatinj^ for those two weeks mid a bit more. What I adiiuco^ 

inado til judoo jji ibniyinr; liim tlK' h^ini-: nay that (iuilt or innocenco Yiaa not boforo hiin! 

A 

1^- 1 Ivvd til!.- t iak of^^iovin'- iliat thn coiuitx'y'n thon most raixou.'^’ii.dLiuil j/avver did not 
(dvo Uay tJu! effectibc asnintonce of counsel, the language of tlr- law. How ctm you do 
tliut? I dooideu by provin,- he did not by pro '.ucin*fee ovidonef' that excalpatod Bay. 

Tlie jui.lgu juiit ignornd tliat. 



If more tlum 100 rojectiono wit’aout a single editoi-iul crj.tlBisra do not prove 
tJu'i'f major publd.nliir.i:^/ili not touch solid, factual writing on the subject then liave 
no woof. Hut I dill not miss many in those 1 ajiproacli tuid gave copies of tho ms. to. 

1 m still selling all my boclia, viifthput any ads oi’ promos. <ind no complaints about 
xmy t; lin,'; I'vo widtton about so iiuuiy aftex’ novi 30 years. 

I ti'Jcc -lii.: timo foxj^io reai ons. One is tlpit 1 ti'y to respond and to be as informa- 
tivi’ as 1 Can bo. anothei’ is tint pcrluuis in the future this situation may change. All 
Lv worlc ana property will go to local ffood dollego. ^*o q.lfid pro quo. •'•t is a fi^o school 
with u fine faculty and adheres tn oui* basic concepts, i like tlu»t!.fo, if the situation 
does cliaix{x>, you 11 know (jdiorc it all iv. I think tho professors 1 tol«l you ai'^-it tnu 
otliox'S will t 11 you tint l^o done j.tst about all tho basic andl factual xii’.ork on tho 
assassination, doth, imiudlns Iting'n, /Sb,.ut which the recox-d is tii 4 yt th blacks do not 
care tlial nneh. Hut the posaWJitios tliero can beyond belief. Unly I viill not no>. tales 
the tii.to for it, Jl^K is much more important, too, otiu I’ve not thit muol:^^tino. 

J do nou .row wliy IfiuVEil /lUiUlin ia tlolaycd# I tiiiulc it uui;/ bi^ bccau 30 

Lho,. )uat tluj i^vy^jliolf oi bh.; pa&w proofs 1* s nb bade and never nontionod tliat to :ie 
iot.' cliroe woclcc* tlioii oent them cojiiGs# 1 thiiiir tiiiri time thoy * l|i the typos 
and I tidnl: the,\ai at least coudider the other siicj-estiona 1 mads. They've told me so 
lit Is the book nay be on s.ils and I not laiovi it. I'll laiou when they send me copies. 

If you or anyone els.; in your agency is evor near hei*o- we ax-o about an hour from 



luucli of botli »/ackingtou luid -“altimoro- and would like to see what I liave .in rough di-aft, 
a . 1-jast i-s \iol ju^iox’ tin fu tixi.'o, or wliat 1 have tlia t ’’’ tliink if pi’operly handled can 
actually wallc ^ues ^ai’l ibiy» tlicy'li bo uoicowc. Wii the latter if they like they can 
tape wliat say* Ifl tliis doc.i liappen pli.iaso r','m.!abor tliat in order to cope with two medical 



problewn 1 ke-p coiivolutou hoiu‘G. ily ovonin;: mcjol at mid I*ia abed by 6. But 

I*i.» \iid.; axuAzii aayjl: i^vio boi^Aimiiic mioiiiidiU liui;.:vcr, thoao ciurlj houi'r; ai'e ifnevev intcr- 

j'uptcd orul tlioy *ve contributed to my productivity, 

li miy 0 ..' tlrio sooiasi cVazy, phone l/rono. /fe in both a dear friend and one of loy ex- 

yeutora but ho io also an honeot man, ^e, by t)io utiy, liaa dono the v;ork tliat could inalco 

an importon.. and siiceooofui book* is an expoft on uur native Ajioricans# lie is parti- 

euJ.arly hep on tlie ^^nciidjiens mid hao done much for them. Ho liao just finished the draft 

of a i*esGLa’ch proj :et for a lm:suit tlie;/ have filed a^^niiist tli) federal government. On 

the systematic d .atr.iction of tlicir culture. The dj(/i'aft is about 200 pa^^s. tliink it 

could e-asil^ b<.‘ onlfU’god into a finu book.Uoal lioroor ntorics, documented. 

Ijy the way, 1 duubt your gi' duato student *jiows enou{:;hi -o knoy \;hether the Jl'K 
-t * ^ 

modicexl eviclricj waa toyed liitli, especially tlie film. If he -ivere adequately grounded in 
the ostablislied fact ratling tium the f x.ctiou tbitypublishers do go for lie*d knovij/tliat 
lie film actually disprovers tJio official mythology. V)ho in the v/orld would run the 
groat rislis of doctoring th * filia on!^ to liavc it, after doctoring, destroy tho official 
story, idien making.; it cyediblo is the only x^ux’poso for any doctoring. 

ikist v/i hca. 



(iUJ\ 




^arold V/ isberg / 



as usual, en / fe-er I \a*ot^^ tills 1 let it 
wait overni.ght to road and correct in the 
hoix) i*d coni’abulate loss, dust before uy strange supper time a ebar friend of recent 
yc. .rs, a ^^ew Xeaiand profesooi^ phoned. Uhile some of uliAt I wrote liim may nialce no sense 
to you souo v/il/., x tliinlc, add to riy resjionse about nry ^i^bHolilng and nonpublisliing liis- 
tory. \/hero I ref or to Roll, it declined \/Aite\;ash twice and its subsidiary Dial did once. 
Aft^r 1 nade a succoas of my private printing they came to mo to roiirint. As you *11 see 
they gypi>cd the heli out of m». li also tolls you a bit about problems built-in ou my M 
writing, x wox'k in such liasto I*ve never tolcon tlie time to outline a boolc. Tills is not 
a bcs'ist. It is an a.’olugy arul an expia!iation. 'liiat is no v/ay for a v/riter to work! But 
for me and fo r viliat 1 liave luidortiilcon I liad no r.;^i choice. I regret it and not liaving 
a good editor. But it is tho only way 1 c^juld liavo done v/iiat I've done, including: in £ill 
i;h .sejireuliy tougli I'MA lai*sui.;s. x^i wliich neither tho Justice Department nor tho FBI ever 

U/t/< 

refuted any tiling I allognd, as yor^sec^ from tli« markest-up enclose (;f one of their 



